
THE CHRONICLE
     FEBRUARY, 2008

 

SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5th,  5-7 PM 
Thrift Shop Open ! 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 3rd 
(Put $1 in Soup Bowl as you leave church) 

WEDNESDAYS OF LENT (FEB. 13th – MARCH 12th) 
6:10 pm: Evening Worship 

6:30 pm: Simple Supper and Lenten Learning 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES – FEBRUARY 6TH 
Noon: Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes 

5:15 p.m.: Ash Wednesday services especially inviting for children 
7:30 p.m.: Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes 

 



 
 

“Season to Season” 
 

Our recent and beautiful snowfall reminded me that a look outside and at the ordinary calendar will reveal 
that we have headed into the season of winter, where we will stay for some time to come.  The seasons are 
rather uniform in their timing, if not in their expressions.  We can count on several months of winter, then 
spring, then summer… you get the point. 
 

Not so with the calendar of the Church.  Our seasons vary readily in this time of the year, as we seek to 
sanctify time, to recognize its holiness.  We retell the stories of Christian faith just by the way we 
experience the movement of time.  While now it is winter outside, it is the season after the Epiphany in our 
churches.  It is a time to remember the ancient prophecy that through the children of Israel all the world 
would be blessed.  That blessing we call by the name Jesus.  Yet the season of Christmas has hardly gone 
by, and Lent (beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 6), is just around the corner… then Easter, then 
Pentecost, then Advent, and, once again, Christmas. 
 

We experience time in a linear fashion.  We move along the calendar day by day, month by month, year 
by year, the past behind us, the future unknown and before us.  We begin young and, given sufficient time, 
we end old.  It is, therefore, like setting forth on a journey in a straight line, moving out, and never 
returning to when we began.  Time is, as we say, “spent.”   But faith is another matter.  The story of our 
faith may be more akin to the traveler who sets out in a straight line, staying the course until the earth 
brings her back around again to the place where she began.  Our seasons of faith guide us from beginning 
to beginning again, until, in God’s time this story is finally told, once and for all.  Sure, we get older, but 
the story of our hope remains fresh:  God is revealed in the world, Christ knows and forgives our sins, we 
are born again in faith and hope in the Resurrection of the Dead, and time continues on in the providence 
of God until we need it no more.   The Reverend Tom Cook 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Services of – February 6th 
Noon:  Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes 
5:15 p.m.: Ash Wednesday services especially inviting for children 
7:30 p.m.: Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes 
 
Wednesdays of Lent (February 13th – March 12th) 
6:10 p.m.: Evening Worship 
6:30 p.m.: Simple Supper and Lenten Learning 
 

 
 
                               

   
Year to Date                               DECEMBER 

RECEIPTS ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 
Total Income 459,472 427,259 87,450 57,643 
EXPENSES     

Total Expenses 415,393 436,249 35,377 32,114 
               *Copies of the complete treasurer’s report are available through the office. 

PRAYERS:  Bob,  Dick Rowan,  Jack DuPrau, Alan Neary, Charlie Cornell, Carol Hann, Tony 
and Joyce Cortilesso, Johanna Slootmaker, Heather Koelle, Heather Pew, and Baby Natasha.
For the departed:  Libby Ballinger.  For Deirdre Whitf ield , deacon and seminarian of Trinity 
Church, and for her family while she studies for the priesthood at General Theological Seminary in 
New York City.  For healing for families living with substance abuse issues.  For those in Military 
Service to the nation, and for our Allies, that they may be sustained in time of trial.  And for our 
enemies, that they, with us, may come to know peace.  Note:  Prayer requests will be listed for 4 
weeks after which a second request can be made. 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

It was a cold brisk day, but the sun was shining.  Fran Vartanian and 
Suzanne West worked busily in the kitchen preparing food and making sure 
everything was set out beautifully before our guests arrived.  Mary Laxton  
wasn’t able to come, but she graciously sent her daughter Johanna, who always 
seemed to be right at hand every time we needed a little extra help. 

The guests started arriving right on schedule and before long, the rectory was filled with 12 new 
families who were greeted by our Vestry members, and of course, our ever so gracious hosts – the 
Cook’s.  Fr. Tom said the Blessing and everyone enjoyed a delicious array of food coordinated by Fran 
and Barb Birney.  It was quite a spread including everything from appetizers to a fabulous spread of 
desserts.   

Some of the families used the Nursery care with Linda, while some other families brought their 
children along.  Of course the Cook children were also happy to meet and play with all the new kids.  
They didn’t seem to mind the cold as we watched them jumping happily, sharing with the other children 
their new trampoline.   

Although I thought I knew most of the new families at the church, I was happy to meet even 
more new members – some which go to the same service as me every week.   

So - I have challenge for everyone at church.  If you’ve been there for a long time, or even a 
short time, you probably have a “place” in the church were you usually like to sit.  Next week, try sitting 
somewhere new!  I know change is hard, but for just one week, try sitting on the right side if you usually 
sit on the left.  Or try sitting in the front, if you usually sit in the back – don’t worry about your kids 
behaving – we’ve all been there!  I bet that if everyone tries a new seat for just one week, you’re bound 
to talk to someone new! 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Newcomers Brunch.  God Bless!    Jen Donlevie 
 
  
 
 

Twenty-two youth and 4 youth leaders (including Father Tom) will be traveling to 
Shawnee Ski Resort for a weekend of fun and fellowship in the Poconos on Feb 2 - 3.  A 
large number of our group are brave first time skiers. Luckily, a lesson will be provided 

before we hit the slopes!  We will also be tubing and swimming on Saturday night, enjoying three meals 
together, and finding time for 2 worship services.  Please send along prayers and good wishes as we 
venture out on this fun filled weekend…                                                                            Barbara Nagel 
 

 

This traditional Trinity event will be held Tuesday, February 5 (which will be 
earlier than usual this year) from 5 to 7PM, the evening before Ash Wednesday when we 
“feast before we fast”. Besides alternate flavor pancakes and other tasty treats, there will 
be musical entertainment, shopping at the Thrift Shop  and an evening of fellowship. All 
men of the parish are encouraged to help put on this event, assisted by the Youth Group. 
Tickets will be $6 for adults, $3 for youth/children, or $15 for families. Proceeds from the 
event will go towards a Youth Group program planned for next summer. Community 
members and College students are welcome as well. Starting in January, purchase tickets 
and sign up to help at the event at the back of the church after each service or at the 
church office. Call Executive Chef, Bill Shields (610-565-5414), or Fellowship 
Chairman, Dick Koelle (610-566-4087), if you have any questions. Please be part of this 
enjoyable evening. 



 
 
 
 
“A Nicaragua/Swarthmore Partnership” – Joyce Tompkins as well as several other friends will speak 
about their trip to Nicaragua last summer. This is a part of a partnership with seven rural villages in 
Nicaragua through the Nicaragua Council of Churches. They are planning another trip, this time with 
Swarthmore College students, for March of this year. 
 
 
 
“Real Time Prayer” - Exploring Prayer as it applies to dialog, history and our day-to-day living will be 
offered at Adult Forums in a special Lenten series from Feb. 10 through March 16.  
 

Included will be a two-part presentation on “Prayer and Sacred Space” by Dr. Jon Pahl, professor, 
History of Christianity in North America at the Lutheran Theological Seminar in Philadelphia. Dr. Pahl 
is the author of many books, articles and columns where he examines contemporary sacred places such 
as Disney World and shopping malls alongside those recommended in Scripture. 
  

A study session on The Lord’s Prayer, a workshop on writing “Prayers of the (Trinity) People and a 
discussion of Old Testament  Prayers as well as a talk by our rector, Tom Cook, on “Real Time 
Prayer” are also planned. Watch the Sunday leaflets for more information.  
 

 
St. Mary’s Food Cupboard Annual Report During the Year  2007 

 
 
 
 
Thanks for buying your stuff back!  Amid all the bustle of pageant preparation and Advent 
wreath making, you browsed and shopped at the Thrift and Treasures shops.  We were pleased 
that this year our parishioners had the first opportunity shop at our “Christmas Boutique” since 
our first regular sale fell on the following Friday.  Thank you to all who donated throughout 
the year 2007.  We look forward to an exciting, prosperous, profitable new year all the 
wonderful donations you continue to bring.  Come visit us during the Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper.   
 

A note about where our money goes.  We pledge to the church $600 a month, 12 months of the year (even 
though we are only open 9 months).  Our Outreach commitments include:  the Salvation Army, FISH, Turkey 
Fund, Swarthmore Nativity Pageant, St. Mary’s Food Cupboard, Episcopal Community Services, The School 
for the Deaf, Chester’s Children’s Chorus.  Our “In-House” projects included: refurbishing of the Cleaves 
Room, finishing the Shero room, decorating and other things as they arise.  It is hard work (some days are 
harder than others!).  It is a wonderful fellowship.  Come join our volunteers if you can.  Thank you for sharing 
your abundance at this giving season and throughout the year.                 Sophia Martinson 

Number of Families    1967 
Family members Served    4840 
Seniors      1182 
Adults      1911 
Children     1746 

Meals            43,642 
 Referrals to Cupboard      71 
 Referrals by Cupboard            0 
 Pounds of food given            69,011 
 Average lbs/bag       31 
 Number of volunteers          45 
 Total volunteer hours                       3,230 



After a very busy Advent and Christmas season, it feels good to get back to a routine and back on track 
with Church school.   
 The Church school hosted a very successful Advent wreath making workshop to kick off the Christmas 
season. Thank you to Kristen Goldbach-Ehmer and Jennifer Donlevie for coordinating this lovely Trinity 
tradition. Thank you also to everyone who contributed greens and baked goods, and helped to make it such a 
well attended success.  
 

Next, the children practiced and worked hard on 
the lovely annual Christmas Pageants, including 
one especially for the little ones, coordinated by 
their dedicated teachers, Sharon McCue and 
Leslie Dawson. A big thank you to the Pageant 
directors, Bill Shields, Larry Ehmer and Paul 
Oestrich and all of their parent helpers!    
  
Did you know we have over 75 children enrolled 
in the lower Church School (pre-Kindergarten 
through sixth grade)?  It is a vibrant group of 
children led by a dedicated staff of volunteer 

teachers, thank you for all your contributions. The teachers have been using the lectionary based curriculum 
supplemented by lessons in fundamentals by Joyce and Tom; and with age appropriate art projects by our Art 
Guru, Merle Manwaring . Many of you were present at the Christmas Eve Service when the children of the 
Church School (and many visiting children) decorated the Trinity Christmas tree with homemade ornaments 
created by the Sunday School children in first through sixth grades. Merle provided the art supplies and the 
artistic inspiration – thank you, Merle! Sunday School teachers Sheri Carney and Gale Donoghue worked with
Father Tom to coordinate this wonderful project (which will, hopefully, become a yearly event) and even to 
acquire the Trinity Christmas tree!  
 Our Sunday School classes are so successful and so packed with enthusiastic youngsters, that we needed 
to establish a separate Pre Kindergarten and a Kindergarten class. The PreK continues to be taught by Leslie 
Dawson and Sharan McCue, with the assistance of Kristen Goldbach-Ehmer and other parent helpers. Parent 
volunteers Leeann Seaman and Katie Crawford have graciously agreed to teach the Kindergarten class this 
semester, and would welcome the help of additional parent volunteers – just let them know you are interested!! 
 It certainly takes a village to make a great Sunday School program. Parents, please help your child’s 
Sunday school teacher by offering to bring in snacks for the children or helping with the supplemental programs.  
Thank you to all the people who help make our Sunday School so wonderful for our children.  To volunteer 
please contact Anne Hollyer at 610.891.0291, abhjwh@comcast.net, or Robin Shields at 610.565.5414, 
rshields55@yahoo.com . 
 
 

 
 
I am writing about our next meeting for the parents group. We had talked about reading a book and having a 
discussion group. The book is "Is there a God" by Richard Swinburne. I could not find it at the Delco Library 
site, but I did find it at Borders.com. I think we should have at least a month to read which would put our 
meeting in the middle of February, the 17th or the 24th. What does everyone think? Does anyone have any other 
topics, books, or articles they would like to discuss?  Maybe we could have a discussion on the 10th and discuss  
the book on the 24th?? 
 
Let me know what you think…                                              Susan Rhile 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many Thanks to all who participated in and led Fellowship activities during the Advent season: 
 

To Lois Johnston, who hosted a gourmet potluck dinner for 22 diners at her home on December 1 
before that group, plus 5 more, attended an excellent performance of  “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” at the Media Theater;  
 
To Ginny Davis, who organized the reception after the December 16 Evensong service, as well as to 
Agnes Wozniak, Sue Warren, Judith Cadigan, Laurie Keller, and Bella and Rich Englebach, who 
assisted and/or brought food; 
 
To lead greeners, Linda and Tom Howard and Bella and Rich Englebach, carol leader Heather 
Koelle,  and pizza providers, Gale Donoghue and Robin Shields,  who organized the greening of the 
Church and Christmas Caroling event, attended by approximately 40 persons, on December 23; 
 
And to Tom and Britton Cook, who hosted an Open House at the Rectory on January 5, 2008; we 
don’t have an attendance count, but it was a “packed house.”   Dick Koelle – Fellowship Chairperson 
 

 
Elizabeth “Libby” Ballinger,  a long-time member of Trinity Church, died peacefully in her home 
yesterday at Whitehorse Village.  In many years of active membership in the Church, she served as an 
organizer of the Trinity Women’s Group, a Lay Eucharistic Visitor, a companion to the dying, and a 
friend to many.   
 

A funeral is scheduled for Saturday, January 26th,  at 2:00 p.m., at Trinity Church, 301 N. Chester Road, 
Swarthmore. The family invites all to gather for a time of fellowship following the service in the Parish 
Hall. 
 
 
Joanna Dickson McCorkle, 84, of Brunswick, ME died at home in January.  She was an artist, avid 
reader and life-long educator.  Joanna volunteered throughout her life for organizations including: 
Trinity Episcopal Church, The Child Guidance Clinic, Round Top Center for the Arts and Tedford 
Shelter.  The McCorkles opened their home to individuals and families from all over the world through 
cultural exchange programs.   
 

A celebration of Joanna’s life will be held later.  Memorial contributions can be made to the Maine 
People’s Resource Ctr., 565 Congress St., Ste. 200, Portland, ME 04101, 
mprc@mainepeoplesalliance.org 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
On the night of January 20th and the morning of the 21st -- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day -- eight of our parish youth  
(Christian Cook, Ian Englebach, Jon German, Johanna Laxton, Kipa Sharpfish, Mike Sharpfish, Nick Shields, and 
Mike Reeves spent the night at Trinity as part of a "Lock-in/ "Night" of Service.  The service project included cooking and 
packaging in the Parish kitchen and hall more than 100 delicious, hot meals to be provided to Aid for Friends, which 
provides meals to needy shut-ins -- primarily the elderly - in the Philadelphia area.  The night also included several lively 
sessions of "group juggling," a visit from Father Tom, a candle-lit Compline service at midnight in the sanctuary, and a 
late-night viewing of the movie Chronicles of Narnia.  Special thanks to Bella Englebach and Paul Oestreich for leading 
up this effort, and to Mike Homans and Laurie Keller for who helped with both the cooking and the juggling.         
               

 
 
 
 

         
  
 
 
The J2A group -- 10th and 11th grade -- is in the process of determining where it will go on its Youth 
Pilgrimage this June.  The group has decided to stay in North America, and to include a service project 
as part of the Pilgrimage, but has not yet chosen a site.  We want to have a spiritual experience that 
deepens our understanding of the Episcopal Church and our relationship with God in the world.  Parents 
of J2A-ers are encouraged to speak with their children about possible options for the trip.  We hope to 
finish our research and make a decision on where to go and what to do within the next month.  
 
  
 
 
On January 13, at the 9:00 Service, members of the Wednesday Night Youth Group shared some of their favorite praise 
songs with the congregation, who enjoyed learning the new music.  The Wednesday night group meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 
first Wednesday of each month for dinner, fellowship, activities and music.  All youth, grades 7 to 12 are welcome. 
  
  
 
 
Michael Whitfield, who is a sophomore at Strath Haven High School, is a member of the Diocesan Youth Council.  The 
Youth Council is a group of diverse young people who support our diocesan Youth Ministry by helping with leadership and 
educational programs that focus on youth.  On January 12th and 13th, Mike attended the Youth Council Retreat.   
 
 

 
The YACs (aka Young Adults in the Church) have been busy working on personal and group ministries.  On the Saturday 
before Christmas, Simon Whitelaw, Joe German, Quinn Manwaring and Kathryn Nagel helped deliver Christmas 
presents to the homes of children in Chester.  In all, we delivered presents to eight homes and shared Christmas joy with 
many delighted families and children.  We joined many other churches and families at City Team Ministries in Chester, all 
there to deliver presents and food to families in need.  In all, City Team Ministries served 700 families this Christmas.  
 
On January 20, YACs Simon Whitelaw and Kathryn Nagel, along with Barbara Nagel, made a Eucharistic Visit to 
Trinity parishioner, Lovy Counts.  Mrs. Counts graciously welcomed us into her home where we had conversation and and 
a brief communion service.  YACs participated in this service by reading prayers, the Gospel and by discussing the sermon 
from the 9:00 service with Mrs. Counts. Eucharistic Visiting is one of the YACs group service projects.  Once a month a 
small group of YACs will visit and take communion to one of our parish shut-ins.                             Barbara Nagel 


